
COMMON MISTAKE #15 
 

 

 

 
Do you like to play skiing? 
 

Sports (often involving a ball) and games which have a definite 
set of rules are used as nouns with play.  For example: 
 
     PLAY tennis / baseball / soccer / football / poker /  
          igo / golf 
     also: PLAY pachinko / catch 
 
          Our son plays soccer every weekend. 
          I never play poker. 
          Did you play tennis when you were in college? 
 
Other sports and activities which usually do not have definite 
rules are used in these two patterns: to V or to go Ving.  For 
example: 
 
TO swim / hike / jog / ride / sightsee / golf 
 
          I swim every Saturday. 
          We want to ski this weekend. 
 

     GO swimming / hiking / riding / sightseeing / golfing 
 
          Shall we go hiking? 
          You went swimming yesterday, didn’t you? 
  
Notice that golf is unusual, and it can be used in all patterns. 
 
          He often plays golf. 
          He often golfs. 
          He often goes golfing. 
 
 
           Do you like to ski? 
                      or 
         Do you like to go skiing? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


