COMMON MISTAKE #9

® Writing this report will need 3 hours.

@
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Need and take/require are used differently. When an action or a
thing uses time, money, or effort, the correct word is take (and
in more formal speech or writing by require). Look at the
following examples:

The flight from Tokyo to Seattle takes (requires) 8 hours.
Construction of the building will take (require) 2 years.
Writing a novel takes (requires) a long time.

Training for the Olympics takes (requires) hard work.
Buying a house in Tokyo takes (requires) a lot of money.

Often such ideas are expressed by using it:

It takes (requires) 8 hours to fly from Tokyo to Seattle.
It will take (require) 2 years to construct the building.
It takes (requires) a long time to write a novel.

It takes (requires) hard work to train for the Olympics.

It takes (requires) a lot of money to buy a house in Tokyo.

Note: when used with time or money, the verb need usually follows a
subject representing humans or living things:

The workers will need 2 years to construct the building.
I’ll need 3 hours to write this report.
You need a lot of money to buy a house in Tokyo.

Writing this report will take 3 hours. y




