
COMMON MISTAKE #8 
 

 

 

 
Let's go that coffee shop. 
 

Japanese is very 優しい: you can say 新宿に行きましょう or 新宿へ行きまし
ょう or 新宿行きましょう.  English is much more 厳しい: go, come, & 
other motion verbs like walk, run, fly, drive, etc., must* be 
followed by to if a destination is mentioned.  Look at the 
following examples: 
 
      Shall we go to the meeting now? 
      I flew to Los Angeles last Thursday. 
      Did you drive to your home? 
      She took a cab over to my office yesterday. 
      He walked down from the second floor to the first floor. 
 
(This mistake may seem very minor, but to a native English speaker 
it is very obvious & sounds strange.) 
 
*Unfortunately, there are a few exceptions to this rule.  To is 
not used before some destination words, especially when the 
destinations are vague.  Please memorize these exceptions: 
 
   go/come/etc. to:  
             here/there            in/out 
             up/down/over          inside/outside 
             upstairs/downstairs   abroad/overseas 
             uptown/downtown       someplace/anywhere/etc. 
              and 
             home (without words like my, that, etc.) 
 
      Shall we go there now? 
      I flew overseas last Thursday. 
      Did you drive home? 
      She took a cab over yesterday. 
      He crawled downstairs. 
 

 
 

Let's go to that coffee shop. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


