
COMMON MISTAKE #5 
 
  

 
 

 
 
I have to go ten minutes later. 

When speaking in the present of something that will happen at an 
unclear time in the future, later can be used, and is similar to the 
Japanese あとで: 
 
I’ll see you later. 
He has to go later. 
 
However, when speaking of something that will happen in a specific 
length of time from the present, in is usually* used: 
  
I’ll meet you in an hour. 
He wants to leave in five minutes. 
In two hours, the performance will start. 
 
When speaking of something that happens in a specific length of time 
from any point in history except the present, later is usually used: 
  
I’ll meet you at 5pm, and John will join us an hour later. 
Columbus arrived in the New World in 1492, and died 14 years later. 
 
Look at this time line: 
                                 Present 

        . ____◆______________________________↓___.____◆___________ 
   1492 - 1506                                 5pm - 6pm  
         (1506 is 14 years later than 1492)         (6pm is an hour later than 5pm) 
           
(*...from now can replace in:) 
 
I’ll meet you an hour from now. 
He wants to leave five minutes from now. 
Two hours from now, the performance will start. 
  

 
I have to go in ten minutes. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


