
COMMON MISTAKE #3 
 

 

 

 
I'll back to the office at three o'clock. 
 

In a sentence like this, back is not a verb.  Back is used after a 
motion verb (come, go, walk, etc.) to indicate returning.  Look at 
the following examples: 
 

Shall we go back now? 
I have to fly back to Tokyo tomorrow. 
He ran back to his house to get his train pass. 
Hi!  When did you get* back? 
 
Back is also be used after the verb be: 
 
You’re back already! 
Is Mr. Jones back from Paris yet? 
 I’ll be back in the office at three o’clock.  
 
Note: it is possible to use back as a motion verb, and then the 
meaning is move backward: 
      
He slowly backed away from the big snake. 
I backed my car into the narrow parking space. 
  
*Here, "get" means "arrive".  It is much more common to say I got 
back yesterday than to say I arrived back yesterday. 
 

 
I'll come back to the office at three 

o'clock. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


