
COMMON MISTAKE #2 
 

 

 

 
I bought this shirt by ten dollars. 
 

で is used in Japanese sentences like 新聞を￥100 で買った, and 
although で in some cases can be translated as "by", in this case 
for is the correct word. 
 
For is used not only with buy, but also with verbs like sell, 
rent, lease, and license. 
 
Examples: 

He sold his house for a lot of money. 
I rented a car for forty dollars a day. 
I’m leasing this car for $300 per month.  
 Disney licenses Mickey Mouse for millions! 
 
Exceptions: 
In certain cases - such as the stock market or commodity prices - 
where the price is not fixed and changes rapidly, at can be 
substituted for for. 
 
Examples: 

I bought that stock at 400 and sold it at 450. 
Oil is now at $13 a barrel, but we need to buy it at $12. 
 

 
 

I bought this shirt for ten dollars. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


